=

l: he always refused, preferring the quiet life of

| a farmer. In his religions views he was a
Free-Thinker.  Mr. Suel Briggs’ mother,
whose maiden name was Sally Townsend,

tcame West and lived in La Crosse county

| several years. She died in Minnesota, at the
age of cighty-four. She was a member of
| the Free-Will Baptist Church.
The subject of our sketeh was reared on a
farm and received his early cdueation in the
| common-schools, e studied early and late
in the chimney corner, has continuned lis
reading all through life, and much of his ed.
ucation has been obtained by actual business
experience.  In 1842 he ‘took a trip West
and was in Janesville, Wisconsin, when that
. city contained only a half dozen eabins.  Ile
e e de e "returned East, and in the spring of 1856
| again came to Wisconsin, and spent the sum-

RON. SUEL BRIGGS, New Amsterdam, | mer in Dodge county, selling zoods, and in
the fall settled in La Crosse county. After
his arrival he tanght a distriet school for
two terms, and taught a private school in his

~ own house four terms.  In 1859 le entered

the law office of Cobb & Messmore, of La

Crozse, as a student, and was admitted to the

bar in 1860, In 1563 he located on his pres-

ent farm and has since made this place his
home.

La Crosse county, Wiseonsin, is one of
=t the prominent early settlers of this
place.  He dates his birth in Erie county,
near Buffalo, New York. April 7, 1821, 1is
futher, Ephraim A. Briggs, was born in the
town of Orange, Massachusetts, a son of Cap-

tain Samuel Briggs, a sea captain and a man ‘
of prominence in his native village, where he
owned a mill and was known far and wide.
Ile was drowned while removing logs from
the the mill pond on the stream near his
mill. Suel DBriggs wus the seventh-horn in
a family of seven eons and four danghtors.
His father was among the pioneers of Erie l
county, New York, and on what was then

the frontier of civilization he developed a fine

ITe has 160 acres of fine farming
land, all kept in first-class order.

ITe has a
two-story residence, good barn and fences,
and every thing about the premises bespeak
prosperity.

In connection with his agrienltural pur-
snits, he has transacted considerable legal
business, and has always been regarded as a
farm and reared his large family of children. | consciencions and safe counselor. In carly
Ile passed all his life in agrieultural pursuits, | life he was a Whig, but on the formation of
and died at the ripe old age of seventy-eight  the Republican party, he became, and has
years.  Ile was strong and active, and walked | continued a strong advoeate of its principles.
twelve miles nver » rough country the day | ILe has filled nearly all the offices in his town,
before he died.  In polities he was a Whig. was chairman of the Board ot Supervizors for
Although frequently urged to aceept office, | twelve years, was one of the county Commis-

sioners, before the change in the law, and for ‘
thirty-four years has served as Justice of tI.ll} i
IPeace, having served as long if not longer, in
that capacity, than any man in the county.
He was elected to the Legislature in 1877,
and for two years filled that honorable po- |
sition, with credit to himself and to the
satisfaction of hiz constituents. [Ile iz still
fond of books and study, and is almost as

much of a student as at any time during his
life. In 1890 Le read the Bible and the works
of Josephus both through, comparing them,
[Ie has never been a member of any chureh,
nor is he a believer in any of the religions
ITis religion is

ereeds of the present times.
to do good, and is an essential part of his ]
every day life.  Ileis of arobust constitution,
and is remarkably well preserved, mud young-
looking for his years, and appears to lll‘:n'cl
‘ree

many years of active lite before him.
and .p.:n.w in manners, jovial in di.—-}u-sitinn,‘
with 2 kind word for all, he is held in high |
esteemn by a limitless cirele of riends. ‘

September 16, 1846, in Erie county, New
York, he was united in wmarriage with Miss
Piml;.o, danghter of Levi and Sallie (Trevitt) ‘
Ballon.  She was born in Otiseo, Onondaga
county, New York, Januvary 11, 1527, and !
wis Lf::st't-rtnlt'{l from a leng line of eminent
seholars thinkers.  Ller parents were |
natives of the Green State, and
numbered in their family tree many names

and
Mountain

not unknown to tame, especially her gr:md- |
father, David Dallon, and his brother Rev.
Tlosea DBallou, the celebrated
Universalist divine, and one ot the fonnders |
of that ehureh.

Mrs. Briggs died at her home in the town |
of Tlolland, March 7, 1892, after a long and
painful ilness, which was the result of in-

writer and |

juries sustained when a young woman, and
from which she was almost a constant sufferer.
She was a woman of culture, sterling integ-

rity of character and strong individuality.
She was loved and respected by all who knew
her, and her loss was felt by the whole com-
wunity; while to the bereaved ZIlll.l aged
husband, who has enjoyed her faithful and
happy companionship for upwards of forty-
five years, the loss is irreparable. The only
su:-vidvin_'_r member of Levi Ballouw’s family, is
Miss Sallie Ballou of Buffalo, New York.
Leavitt Ballon, the eldest brother of Mrs,
Brigas, died in New Amsterdam, Wiseonsin,
February 19, 1883, leaving a daughter, Lucy
103 who afterwards found a pleasant home

! with Mr, and Mrs. Briggs, and still brightens

the home of Mr. Driggs.
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